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In Loving Memory
​Francesca Cenatiempo

It is with great sadness we share with you that
Francesca "Franny" Cenatiempo left this world
on July 9, 2025, peacefully at home, surrounded
by her family and wrapped in their love. She
was 33 years old when she lost her battle to
cancer.
At age seven, Francesca was enrolled at Saint
Catherine Academy and continued in the Adult
Program until her passing. She loved school and
her program; it was the highlight of Francesca's
day. Francesca had a gift for deeply touching the
lives of everyone she met. She greeted people
with open arms, accompanied by the biggest
hug and an unforgettable smile.
Francesca is survived by her loving parents,
Carmine and Sandra, and her siblings, CJ and
Charlotte. 
Francesca left a lasting impact on all of us at the
Center. A Special Mass celebrating her life will
be held in the near future. Details will follow.

 

Welcome New Board Member
Kate Maxham

We are pleased to welcome Kate Maxham to the
Board of Directors at Saint Catherine Center for
Special Needs.
A lifelong resident of Fairfield, Kate brings deep
community roots along with a strong background
in law and advocacy. She earned her bachelor’s
degree in Social Sciences from Rosemont College
and went on to receive her law degree from the
University of Bridgeport School of Law, now
known as Quinnipiac University School of Law.

​Kate began her legal career in private practice and later served as a staff attorney in the
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Fairfield Probate Court under Judge Dan Caruso. Following his passing in 2019, she was
elected as probate judge, serving for six years before retiring. During her time on the
bench, Kate worked closely with the Connecticut Department of Developmental Services,
gaining valuable experience in appointing guardians for adults with special needs. This
work gave her a deep understanding of the essential role guardians play in supporting
individuals with disabilities.
“I am excited to join the board, and I look forward to supporting the Center’s mission,” says
Kate.
Kate’s introduction to Saint Catherine Center came through fellow board members Diane
Auray and Steve Donahue, whose passion and dedication to our mission inspired her to
become involved.
Currently, Kate continues to practice law part-time at Russo & Rizio in Fairfield and serves
as Vice Chairman of the Oak Lawn Cemetery Association. She and her husband Dave have
three adult children. In her free time, Kate enjoys staying active through running, skiing,
and swimming, and relaxing with a good book. The family was longtime members of St.
Thomas Aquinas Parish and have recently joined St. Anthony of Padua Church.
We are grateful for the knowledge and experience Kate will bring to the board. Welcome,
Kate!

Get Tickets 

Invites are in the mail! Be on the lookout!
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